Water Testing

FACTS:

o Approximately 14-15 million households in the U.S. rely on a private, household well for
drinking water each year, and more than 90,000 new wells are drilled each year.

« Michigan has more households (1.12 million) served by private wells than any other
state, with approximately 25,000 domestic wells drilled per year.

o Germs and chemicals can get into wells and contaminate them in different ways. Some
germs and chemicals occur naturally, like arsenic, lead, and cadmium. Other
contaminants come from human and animal waste resulting from polluted storm water
runoff, agricultural runoff, flooded sewers, or individual septic systems that are not
working properly.

» Contaminated water can cause diarrhea, hepatitis, and bacterial infections.

RESOURCES:

LMAS DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Luce County: (906) 293-5107 Mackinac County: (906) 643-1100
Alger County: (906) 387-2297 Schoolcraft County: (906) 341-6951

www.lmasdhd.org

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
1-800-292-4706 (within Michigan)
www.michigan.gov/deq
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U.S Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) o
http://www.epa.gov/ Public ‘-I. lealtt
LS AN
F

Safe Drinking Water Hotline
(800) 426-4791

VICHGAN

Safe Families




SERVICES AVAILABLE:

Drinking water test kits to assess the quality of your drinking water,
whether you use water from a public system or private well.

Consultation to improve drinking water quality if testing identifies a
problem.




